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Zoning Districts
A-1  Airport District

BG-2.0   General, 2 to 1 FAR

 BG-3.0  General, 3 to 1 FAR

BG-4.0   General, 4 to 1 FAR

BG-6.0   General, 6 to 1 FAR

BL-1.0    Limited, 1 to 1 FAR

BO-1.0   Office, 1 to 1 FAR

BO-2.0   Office 2 to 1 FAR

IN-H      Medical

IN-S  Educational

MG-0.5  General,  0.5 to 1 FAR

MG-1.0  General,  1 to 1 FAR

MG-2.0  General,  2 to 1 FAR

ML-0.5   Limited,  0.5 to 1 FAR

ML-1.0   Limited,  1 to 1 FAR

ML-2.0   Limited,  2 to 1 FAR

RG-5     General,  5000 SF.Min.Lot Size

RL-7     Limited, 7000 SF. Min. Lot Size

RS-7    Single Family, 7000 SF. Min Lot Size

RS-10   Single Family, 10000 SF. Min. Lot Size

User: CaryS

As Amended Through July 18, 2023

:
 August 15, 2023

Zoning Map Set - Map 1 of 2:
Zoning Districts

About this map. Th is color-coded m a p depicts th e city’s zone districts a nd provides a n ea sy to 
use way to determ ine th e zone designa tion of a pa rticula r a rea. Th is m a p includes a ll zone 
ch a nges a pproved by City Council, a nd is current a s of th e da te indica ted in th e title. 
 
Th e City’s Zoning Ordina nce a nd Ma p a re tools for la nd-use pla nning. Ea ch  zone cla ssifica tion 
guides th e ph ysica l developm ent of th e city th rough  a set of requirem ents set forth  in th e City of 
Worcester’s Zoning Ordina nce a s a m ended. Th ese requirem ents regula te wh ere uses a nd 
structures ca n be loca ted with in th e city. 
 
Th is m a p is a product of th e City of Worcester geogra ph ic inform a tion system . In Ma rch  1995, 
th e City of Worcester crea ted th is m a p by digitizing its pa per-b a sed Zoning Ma p.  
 
Wh ile th e city endeavors to keep th is m a p current, th e m a p is regula rly a m ended. P lea se note 
th a t th e m a p m ay not reflect th e m ost recently adopted zoning a m endm ents a nd is only upda ted 
th rough  th e da te noted a b ove. To intera ct with  m a p on a property by property b a sis, use th e 
City's P roperty Viewer ava ila b le th rough  th e Open Da ta P orta l h ere: 
h ttps://gis.worcesterm a.gov/gpvpublic/Viewer.a spx   
 
How to read this map. Ea ch  zone district consists of one of five m a jor use types: residentia l, 
m a nufa cturing, business, institutiona l, a nd a irports. Residentia l, m a nufa cturing, a nd business 
districts a re a lso subdivided by use intensity. District colors serve only to provide visua l contra st 
a m ong th e different district types. With in districts, h owever, da rker sh ades correspond with  
h igh er perm itted use intensity (see Zoning Districts Legend). 
 
Th ere a re two intensity m ea sures used in th e city’s zone district na m ing convention: 1) Floor-
to- Area Ra tio, a nd 2) Minim um  Lot Size. For residentia l zones, m inim um  lot size requirem ents 
a re sh own. For m a nufa cturing a nd business districts, m axim um  floor-to-a rea ra tios a re 
indica ted. District use types a b b revia tions use two letters followed by one of two of th ese 
num eric intensity m ea sures to furth er differentia te with in our residentia l, m a nufa cturing a nd 
business districts (refer to th e City of Worcester Zoning Ordinance for additiona l dim ensiona l 
requirem ents by district type). 
 
How to calculate a Floor-to-Area Ratio (FAR). Th e FAR m ea sures th e rela tionsh ip between th e 
building a rea a nd la nd a rea. Th e h igh er th e ra tio, th e m ore intense th e use perm itted. For 
exa m ple, a building in a BG-6.0 district m ay h ave a floor a rea six tim es la rger th a n th e la nd a rea 
of th e pa rcel on wh ich  it is built- th is is wh y m ost m ulti-story buildings a re found downtown, a 
BG-6.0 zone. To ca lcula te a FAR you divide building a rea by la nd a rea. 
 
For questions/comments or to request a paper copy (for a nominal fee) please contact: 
Th e City of Worcester Executive Office of Econom ic Developm ent 
Division of P la nning a nd Regula tory Services 
455 Ma in Street, Room  404 (4th  Floor) 
Worcester, MA 01608 
P h one: 508-799-1400 ext. 31440 
Fax: 508-799-1406 
pla nning@worcesterm a.gov  
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Zoning Districts - Overlay
Commercial Corridors Overlay District:

CCOD-C: Canal District Parking Subarea

CCOD-D: Downtown Parking Subarea

CCOD-E: Elsewhere

CCOD-S: Shrewsbury Street Parking Subarea

Sign Overlay Districts:

BSOD - Blackstone River Parkway Sign

DSOD - Downtown/Blackstone Canal Sign

USOD - Union Station View Corridor Sign

Water Resource Protection Overlay Districts:

WR - Water Resource Protection (GP-2)

WR - Water Resource Protection (GP-3)

Other Overlay Districts:

AR - Adaptive Reuse

AE - Airport Environs

NON-ZONING DISTRICTS - Local Historic Districts:

LHD - Crown Hill Local Historic

LHD - Mass Ave Local Historic

LHD - Montvale Local Historic

User: CaryS

As Amended Through July 18, 2023

:
 August 15, 2023

Zoning Map Set - Map 2 of 2:
Zoning Overlay Districts

About this map. Th is color-coded ma p depicts th e City’s Zoning Overlay Districts a nd provides 
a n ea sy-to-u se way to determine th e zoning overlay designa tion of a pa rticu la r a rea. Th is ma p 
inclu des a ll zone ch a nges a pproved by City Cou ncil, a nd is cu rrent a s of th e da te indica ted in th e 
title. Th is ma p a lso inclu des Loca l Historic Districts wh ich  a re not zoning regu la tions, b u t la nd 
u se regu la tions referenced in th e City’s Genera l Revised Ordina nce. 

Th e City’s Zoning Ordina nce a nd Ma p a re tools for la nd-u se pla nning. Ea ch  zone cla ssifica tion 
gu ides th e ph ysica l development of th e city th rou gh  a set of requ irements set forth  in th e City of 
Worcester’s Zoning Ordina nce a s amended. Th ese requ irements regu la te wh ere u ses a nd 
stru ctu res ca n be loca ted with in th e city. 

Th is ma p is a produ ct of th e City of Worcester geogra ph ic informa tion system. In Ma rch  1995, 
th e City of Worcester crea ted th is ma p by digitizing its pa per-b a sed Zoning Ma p.  

Wh ile th e city endeavors to keep th is ma p cu rrent, th e ma p is regu la rly amended. P lea se note 
th a t th e ma p may not reflect th e most recently adopted zoning amendments a nd is only u pda ted 
th rou gh  th e da te noted a bove. To intera ct with  ma p on a property by property b a sis, u se th e 
City's P roperty Viewer ava ila b le th rou gh  th e Open Da ta P orta l h ere: 
h ttps://gis.worcesterma.gov/gpvpu b lic/Viewer.a spx   

How to read this map. Zoning Overlay District colors serve only to provide visu a l contra st 
among th e different district types. Overlay districts modify th e regu la tions of th e u nderlying 
zoning districts in different ways a s set forth  in th e Zoning Ordina nce. Not every loca tion is 
with in a n overlay district, b u t a loca tion may a lso be pa rt of more th a n one overlay district. 
P lea se refer to th e Zoning Ordina nce for th e specific la nd u se regu la tions a ssocia ted with  ea ch
overlay district. 

For questions/comments or to request a paper copy (for a nominal fee) please contact: 
Th e City of Worcester Execu tive Office of Economic Development 
Division of P la nning a nd Regu la tory Services 
455 Ma in Street, Room 404 (4th  Floor) 
Worcester, MA 01608 
P h one: 508-799-1400 ext. 31440 
Fax: 508-799-1406 
pla nning@worcesterma.gov  




